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With 12 years of free education, we, who are born and raised in Hong Kong,
often take education for granted. For more than ten years, we have been
accustomed to daily classes and studying around the clock. However, along

with the pressure and busyness of studying, we feel exhausted and even start

to feel tired of studying. Meanwhile, in another corner of this world, the
opportunity to receive proper education is unreachable. These children are
not as lucky as we are. Their family environment and living conditions leave
them with no choice but only to give up studying. 2020 has been a special and
memorable year for the twelve executive members of the 26th China
Education Association, HKUSU. Although we faced a lot of difficulties and
challenges, tribulations and unknowns, we persevered to execute our
aspirations and united as one to overcome the difficulties together. We also
uphold the belief that "life enlightens life" and firmly believe that while we
shed light on others' lives, they also make ours brighter. Therefore, in spite of
the tough journey, we will continue to work hard to achieve their dream of
learning, so that they can have the opportunity to receive equal education, so
as to alter their living and be empowered to change their destiny.
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This year’s Registration Day lasted for 5 days and successfully ended on 26th October 2020. With
the well-designed promotional materials, ample freshmen were attracted to enter our zoom
meeting for further information. After interacting with us, many students expressed their support
towards the association’s aspiration and upcoming events, thus registered as our members. We look

forward to adhering to our motto “Life enlightens life”, and devoting our effort to improve
education resources in Chinese rural areas together with our members in the coming year.
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In early September, CEA held its first orientation activity of the new academic year — tea gathering. It
aimed at welcoming our lovely freshmen and promoting our following activities. This year, due to the
outbreak of COVID-19, tea gathering was shifted online. We introduced CEA’s four major schemes and
gave participants a hint of the upcoming activities, and explained our motto of “life enlightens life” by
sharing our moving and fun experiences in joining last year's winter expedition programme. Even though
we were set apart, the whole course was still filled with enthusiasm and laughter. Some freshmen even
stayed and inquired about our upcoming activities, showing great interest in CEA’s work. The 2020 online
tea gathering was perfectly wrapped up in our warm farewell.
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The Orientation Day of CEA has been successfully held on 5th September 2020. The event aims at
acknowledging participants about the history and work of CEA, and the education situation of rural
China. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the event was held online. There were numerous activities,
including a Kahoot session to test participants' knowledge about rural China, the introduction of
CEA, sharing from executives committee members, and also an online drawing game session.
Through the event, participants could learn more about the rural education situation in a relaxing
environment, and to make new friends.
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ONLINE VOLVNTARY TEACHING
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Since July, CEA has been conducting the Online Voluntary
Teaching program with Stepping Stone. This is a novel
program inspired both by the growingly popular remote
communication technology, and the demand for online
teaching during Covid-19. Currently, 20 volunteers
participated in this program to teach migrant children oral
English. It’s an exciting pilot activity for both CEA and
participants. We are glad to see that our passionate
volunteers' full potential can be unleashed. However, there
are still areas for improvements, such as
how to facilitate the communication
between volunteers and children
when only online communication

is available.
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Dear Xiao Fan,

Greetings! This is Chou Guaiguai, your Hong Kong penpal. Nice to meet you! | am now a HKU year 1
student pursuing my degree in Bachelor of Arts. | am currently studying translation, English, and Chinese.
Besides, | am learning German as well! | learn simple German grammar and pronunciation in class. Even
though German is pretty difficult, | find the lessons very interesting. Practicing oral with my classmates is
very fun!

During my pastime, | enjoy reading. Jin Yung’s martial art novels are my favorite. The author is good
at depicting exciting fights. Do you like reading? What books are you interested in? Besides, how do you
usually spare your leisure time?

How’s school going now? Are you busy? | find my lesson time more flexible after | enter university. Not
only can | arrange my lectures according to my preferences, but also can | join a lot more extra-curricular
activities. Do you enjoy your school life? | would like to learn more about that as well!

I have to work on my assignments now. Looking forward to hearing from you!!

Cheers,
Chou Guaiguai
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2020 is undoubtedly an abnormal year. The outbreak of coronavirus has disrupted ordinary people’s
lives, when ample business, school, and many other Industries are paralyzed. In response to the pandemic,
the development of online teaching accelerates and witnesses remarkable growth, especially in the
education sector. In poor areas of China, online teaching is expected to mitigate the disadvantages of rural
students under economic and cultural backwardness. However, due to the problems of backward
equipment and uneven educational awareness, education in those poor areas still encounters many
emerging problems.

.

Hardware shortage - Low participation in online learnin

Poor rural areas in China often lack widespread broadband networks and abundant electronic devices.

Regarding the access to broadband networks, a recent survey revealed that only 43.8% of rural households
own broadband or other web infrastructure. This accounts for only half of the student households in rural areas.

Besides, rural students can only use their mobile devices for online lessons, as most of them do not own a

personal computer. In cities, only 5.6% of students use mobile phones for online learning, but in rural areas, the
number surges to 51.8%. Most importantly, the heavy reliance on mobile phones is not suitable for long-term
learning, since it will lead to problems like distraction and vision impairments.

The underdeveloped network infrastructure in poor rural areas is detrimental to student's learning efficiency,
especially when most teachings are carried out online during the pandemic. Not only will it severely hinder
students' learning performance, but also will it lower their learning enthusiasm.

Family issues ~ Low awareness and emphasis on online learning

During the epidemic, students usually take online lessons at home. Therefore, the support and cooperation of
family members affect students’ learning performance significantly.

In poor rural areas, many students' parents choose to work outside the countryside, so most of them usually
stay with their grandparents or other intergenerational relatives. Since rural families generally are not highly
educated, they are less aware of the importance of education. Therefore, problems such as "incorporative parents
" and "grandparents do not know how to manipulate electronic devices" are very common. This adversely
impacted students’ online learning experience. According to the survey, during the epidemic, about 10% of
students in rural areas stay home alone, and 21% had only one parent at home. Besides, only 38.2% of the
parents of rural students will actively tutor their children’s homework, while 20.8% of parents never do so.
25.9% of the rural students said their parents had never assisted them in their studies or even interfere with them.
Compared with students in the city, the disparity in parents’ educational assistance is growingly striking.

Learning outcome ~ Insufficient learning hours and relatively low efficiency

Due to the above-mentioned problems, the learning effect of students in rural and underdeveloped areas is
far from satisfactory. The prominent issue is about the learning time. On the whole, rural students have relatively
short daily online learning duration, with the proportion of students studying for less than one hour being three
times that of county students. The disparity in learning time between urban and rural would is very likely to have
a negative impact on the learning outcomes of students in poor rural areas.

In terms of online learning efficiency, according to surveys, up to 49.2% of students in rural areas believe that
online learning reduces learning efficiency, and even 10.4% of students think online learning is completely
inefficient. What's worse, the low efficiency also leads to greater anxiety of students in junior and senior high
school graduating grades about the coming entrance examinations. All of these reflect that a vast majority of
students in rural areas are obviously not well prepared to welcome online education as a normalized learning
method.

It’s undeniable that online learning is beneficial to rural children, such as reducing the commuting time to
school, promoting home-school interaction, and ensuring regular meals. However, in addition to the
aforementioned problems, online learning still encounters ample challenges, especially in poor areas in China.
Although the current health situation in mainland China has been brought under control and offline teaching is
resumed, it’s foreseeable that online teaching and learning would be a prevalent trend in the long-term. Thus these
problems have to be solved. How to alleviate the shortcomings of online learning, and narrow the educational
disparity between urban and rural areas remains to be profound topics for us to investigate.

Source: Xin Lang Cai Jing
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B AEE Donor Details
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*Your personal information will be kept confidential and will only be used for sending HKUSUCEA
receipts and other communication purposes. Please contact us for further requiry/ change of
personal information.

& H#®M Monthly Donation

OBMELERTEDWNRAX - SABRI/PERE/ AR E -
I would like to donate monthly through bank auto-transfer in order to support
CEA's education assistance in China.

CHIARREERE RS -
*Please send us the authorization form.

($3ZChinese) KE/LLE
it Address:

‘HEEREZ ANANRE
Authorization form has to be
filled in manually by the donor

CJHK $500 [IHK$300 [JHK$100 [ & ftk Other: HK$

— R4 One-off Donation

OEMEL—REBRE/RPERE/NENRTIE -
I would like to make a one-off donation.

CIHK $1500 CIHK$800 CIHK$500 [ #th Other: HKS

#B#5 = Donation Method

[0 ®&@Z™W Crossed cheque
32 W8 Cheque number:
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along with this form.

O HEERENEFOD "F8XRRE|PENE/E
Direct transferral to CEA account "China Education Association HKUSU"

CAZEGRUBEAYRETR L2 ERERE - SRAGTKOWE -
*Please return the pay-in-slip with your full name and contact number on the back;

please also make photocopies for your own reference. ) ) B

B o . 808-066609-838 GRS HELT it -

HSBC account number:
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) ase -2 ’ ’ '.. » 11 F 0SS!
[0 BWBEE Please send me a receipt Please 'l‘\l‘m.ll_\ Il\hlil lhfs form lu‘lh.( l'ullu'\\'n‘u:, 1ddress
China Education Association HKUSU,

*HR100TREL LT BERORBUARNA - The University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong"
*Donation of $100 or above is tax deductible with a receipt.

*Please make the cheque payable to “China Education Association HKUSU" and mail it to CEA's address, ’
O
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