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The most impressive experience is summer expedition which visit some stu-
dents in Guizhou County in order to subsidize their tuition fee. That experi-
ence is really unforgettable and memorable. We walked and climbed moun-
tains six hours so as to visit our students. It is really tired because their home
was far away from the town. However, when the students saw us, they were
very happy and took us to their house. Also, they had prepared many food
for us and welcome us. I can feel their sincerity.

During this year, I have gained two important relationships which are with
our subsidizing students and with my jongmates---other committee mem-
bers. They live in Guizhou while we live in Hong Kong. It sounds like parallel
lives in different worlds, so it is amazing that they are able to come across
through a call and a home visit. After I got back to Hong Kong, I cannot help
but think what they are doing from time to time. Are they studying hard? Is
there anything interesting in their lives recently? I feel thatI have someone to
think of and care for, in somewhere far off, and vice versa. I believe that our
relationship will be a life-long one. I cannot afford to say that I did a lot for
them, but they brought a lot to my life.

They make me reflect on my life, and I have learned to be persistent and to
carry on. It is a great honour to know all my jongmates. Throughout this
one-year period, there are many occasions on which I was frustrated. But I
carried on until today due to your support and your understanding. We have
different personalities, and needless to say different habits and interests as
well. Even so, all thirteen of us have hearts beating for the best of students,
and interdependence helps us through this challenging year. Thanks to ev-
eryone!

It is such an unforgettable year, and I am so grateful for getting to know you.
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Fresh Project 2015 has eventually
RRBEEOE - come to a fruitful end. Throughout the

program, participants organized a charity
y sale, co-organized Shoulder Their Dream a-
& nd participated in one On-street fundraising e-
vent which allowed them to have a better unde-
¥ rstanding of our work. This program has lasted for
=W two months and attracted more than 20 applicants. T-
his year’ s charity sale, themed “One Small Donation,

rural China continue their studies in senior high school. Participan-
ts have done well throughout this program and some of them have
even become the Executive Committee members in Session 2016-2017
to continue the spirit of “Life enlightens Life”
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This year’s China Education Ambassador Pro- Workshop
gramme has come to an end in January. In the past There were three workshops in total this year.
four months, the Ambassadors learnt more about Through discussing the problems faced by rural
education in rural China. They realized how blessed schools, left-behind children, children of rural mi-
they are through different experiential activities. grant workers and their solutions, the Ambassadors
They also took action to express their love and care understood more about the current situation in

towards rural students. Many Ambassadors reflect- China and were encouraged to promote rural edu-

ed that in addition to the fun and meaningful activi- cation in China to others in different ways.

ties, close friendships were developed among the

Ambassadors.
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Growth and Experience Camp v e Winter Expedition
In this two-day camp, the Ambassadors experi- g Y (37,11@‘ Some Ambassadors followed us to Guizhou to have

enced the challenges faced by rural students home visits and voluntary teaching in rural areas on

through social simulation games and detective Christmas holidays. Through the communication

. o : with rural students, the Ambassadors understood
games and reflected their daily lives. Their team

. the realistic situation of rural education and learnt
Chma Educatlon Ambassador to treasure what they have in their lives. They also

handmade and delivered gifts and cards to rural

spirit and cooperation skills were also challenged in
these games, which further strengthened their

friendships. This gave the Ambassadors an unfor-

gettable experience students to express their support and love towards

them.
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Shoulder Their Dream HEBEFERENA, AUHEHEHESZ,
Apart from having a taste of bearing a shoulder
pole to walk for 7 km, the Ambassadors had the This year, our Association has held school talks in

chance to invite their relatives and friends to sup- United Christian College (Kowloon East), Tin Ka Ping

port rural students in this activity and raised their Secondary School and Pui Ying Secondary School to
awareness towards China education. Moreover, the share what we saw in rural China with secondary
Ambassadors designed and handmade different school students. Apart from understanding more

photo-taking props to let more people know about about the situation of rural education, the students
the need of rural students by use of their creativity. took action to support rural students. They partici-

pated actively in the Casual Wear Day to raise fund

for the school fee of rural students. Through the
sharing session on experience of being a volunteer
by the Executive Committee Members, they realized
that as a secondary school student, they had the re-

sponsibility to care abowy and give more in
society.
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Dress Casuad Day

It is our great honour to have United Christian College (East Kowloon) and
Shatin Pui Ying College as our cooperating schools in our Dress Casual Day to
raise fund for students who are on the verge of dropping out due to their low
family income in Guizhou Province on 3rd November 2015 and 22nd December
2015 respectively. To introduce the work of our association and the related edu-
cational issues in rural China, boards were put in the school one week before the
event. Thus, students got to know the struggles their counterparts in rural China
are facing. Apart from the boards, school assembly was also held in both schools
to promote our work and share our beliefs. Footage of the Summer Expedition
was shown in the school hall to raise the awareness of the plight of students in
rural China. Hence our Dress Casual Day was well supported by students and

teaching staff.

Shoulder

Thetr Preams

Have you ever wondered what the life of students in rural China
is like?Have you ever tried to trek through their road to school?

Shoulder Their Dream is our brand-new fundraising event, in
which walkers joined in groups to finish the 7km arduous trail,
carrying 3 kilograms of radish in the shoulder pole.

At this year’ s opening ceremony, Mr. CHAN Siu-cheuk, princi-
pal of Christian Zheng Sheng College, H and Mr. Chung TO,
founder of Chi Heng Foundation, delivered a motivational
speech to our kind-hearted walkers respectively. Walkers were
not only encouraged to treasure their opportunities to receive
education, but also help share their love and positive energy
with the underprivileged students in rural areas.

A hilarious “crow” marked the beginning of the event. Walk-
ers departed from Quarry Bay, travelled along Mount Park
Road, and arrived Tai Tam Lower Reservoir in the afternoon. The
two-hour walk provides an insight of the hardship of the needy
students in mountainous China that carrying crops and burden
of their families in their daily life, with a spectacular and pictur-
esque view alongside.

A carnival was held at the end-point. Walkers were attracted to
take a snap with the giant decoration and props. We were also
delighted to receive a bunch of greeting cards, which were
distributed to students in Guizhou in last winter.

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to Modern
Living Property Management Limited, MTR Corporation, Road-

show, Walker Shop, Saint’ s Alp Teahouse, Ocean Park Hong

Kong, Telford International Company Limif[gg,,,Baueen*G&‘cTé
and SNAP Party. —
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- . L e - Together with 28 participants and 1 China Educa-
BEFEEX B THETZAEEMNERTR - BEHWE  {jon Ambassadors, we spent a different Christmas by

HRT > HERBRE BT —ERAFENEREE - conducting home visits and voluntary teaching in
Jianhe County, Guizhou Province.

—BBRBENRE 0 —RRXEMBNER  —HEEER -
BHELS  —EEKEKRARNER  —EEBARETEEN The warm encounters, the smiling faces, the hand-

A 5 e e 4 o written letters, the unbearable hugs and the nev-
IR - — KRR BE) - RS FSRBE MR er-fading memories warm up our Winter.

ERELXX HE—BFA—HENRE > =7 —@KREBEMNKRE  Winter Expedition 2015 was a reflective journey for

EHHERMPLE > ERMEEELA S —ERR > B8FE both the participants and the Executive Committee
FNES o memobers. It tugged at our heartstrings and the jour-

ney will continue.

REFLECTION FROM PARTICIPANTS

Being the only child of my family, | could never imagine how life would turn out if my parents were not there with me when | first learnt how to talk and to walk, or when | accidentally
injured myself before running back to their loving arms crying. These children did not enjoy the same privilege as you and | did — their parents were miles and miles away struggling for
livelihood, leaving them behind to fend for themselves which forced them to embrace independence and responsibility way too early in life. Maybe their parents went through the
same thing when they were young and maybe their children will go through the same thing in the future. They are all caught up in this perpetual vicious cycle where poverty denies
them proper child rearing and family bonding as well as the opportunity to flourish intellectually, owing to the insufficiently recognized importance of education as downplayed by the
more urgent need to lessen the family financial burden by working as early as possible.

Yet, being part of the volunteer teaching effort, | believe we are that silver lining in broadening these children’ s horizons and opening up their eyes to the opulent world outside — a
world not necessarily beyond their reach. During the lunch breaks, students would crowd around us asking questions like what Hong Kong is like or what line of work we would engage
in after graduation. | remember a seventh-grader saying to me that “l bet Hong Kong is a super brilliant place” with sparkles of admiration in his eyes, while the next minute he low-
ered his head and expressed his regret that “too bad | could never get to be there” . It killed me a little listening to his voice full of disappointment — had he been born in my family
and had he not been faced with financial hindrance; he would not have to come to such a sad realization this way. | was not sure what to say to rid him of that bitter self-pity not
matched by his age and all | could do was to encourage him to work hard at school and one day he would be able to see how beautiful Hong Kong is for himself.

We were only there for one mere week and it was finite how many lessons we could teach them. Nonetheless, however limited what we have imparted is, what really matters is how
much we have impacted their young minds. We let them know there were so much more for them to explore outside the mountain they were born and raised in as well as within them-
selves; and hopefully education can someday free them from a life plagued by poverty and crushed dreams. What impressed me the most was that, in spite of their financial hardships,
the locals, mainly of the Miao ethnicity, retained their longstanding hospitality and generosity and welcomed us with homemade grain spirits which really warmed up our hearts in the
cold winter.

Setting our research topic on public health and hygiene, we were more or less appalled by the lack of awareness of local residents and negligence in handling these issues by the
local government and schools. Potentially toxic wastes burnt on the streets, filthy germ-breeding toilets flooded with untended human feces, garbage floating on the river and tap
water contaminated by bits and pieces of rubbish were not uncommon to observe. Exacerbated by poorly developed personal grooming habits and customary practices such as fail-
ure to wash hands before meals and after using toilets, to brush teeth, to take regular showers and to drink boiled water, the problematic hygiene condition and overt health risks were
endangering local communities in the long run, especially for the young. All these vices took root in the entrenched poverty, the tackling of which remains the priority over all others
on the government agenda. Still, kids gobbling down rice balls held in their dirty little hands and inhaling air polluted by harmful gases were too hard for us to watch.

Lastly, | am grateful for this trip to Guizhou because this was how | made a lot of friends who shared the same passion as me. Conducting lessons in the day while evaluations and prepa-
rations at night, we helped each other out and valued each other’ s opinions. Having every meal together and cracking jokes all along, we cultivated more than just partnership, but
solid comradeship. Spending time with these lovely fellas and contributing concertedly to a common cause have made my Christmas last year the most meaningful and inspiring one
ever.

Lexie Ma Xiaochi
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“Or, rather, let us be more simple and less vain.”

— Jean-Jacques Rousseau
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#H R F*HE Donation Form

A Do e E———
& Name: (283ZEnglish) Mr/Ms (#3ZChinese)____ %&E/#+

_____ - TR G PR DAL
ik Address: CHINA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, HKUSU
BiETelephone: {EEFax: HERAEADREN RBELE1/4481
EHEmail: FTRB AMN-RaRka
PR A RS RERE - RESSEKR RN - M/ RN  RBER - {ﬁ&&ﬂ’“ﬁ& Lait s
*Your personal information will be kept confidential and will only be used for sending

HKUSUCEA receipts and other communication purposes. Please contact us for further
enquiry/change of personal information.

#§ H#® Monthly Donation

O BEEMRTEHEERSS - SAAM SRHPEHE/NMEBBTE - HFTL/NERE LHIRERSE - E B ?‘ .

Iwould like to donate monthly through bank auto-transfer in order to support cRRARER Fo waan TR
CEA’ s education assistance in China. Please send us the authorization form, s kAFd AT RARHBKIH, Arde

which is available on our website. 6o BEEXRARG LRSS O T
cWBFE: A DHE
O HK$500 a HK$300 Od HK$100 O ﬂﬂi‘.‘othert HK$ * o ATIEM » #F 8 E <sucec@hku.hk>

. TEEESEREARBER /\B#8HE QR Code —»
- :R E E a One-off Donation *Authorization form has to be filled in manually by the donor www.hkusucechkusu.hku.hk/

OBEEM —XMEMZFIEHE NEBBRTIE -
I would like to make a one-off donation.

O HK$1500 O HK$800 O HK$500 O HEf:Other: HK$__

#HMA X Donation Method
O #l42 % = Crossed Cheque
¥ K Cheque Number:
*REER "EEXRBEFIEHE/NE , ERE ERESFE/NE M -
*Please make the cheque payable to “China Education Association, HKUSU” and send it to
CEA’ s address, along with this form.

& ErmEeEaEE F

O BEEERENMIFO "HEABEEFDEFA/NE .,
FEXOERNBESTREER EHEREEER  SHEETHHEE -
O Direct transferral to CEA account “China Education Development Fund, China Education Association HKUSU”
*Please return the pay-in-slip with your full name and contact number on the back; please
also make photocopies for your own reference.
EWR{TFOMT: 808-066609-838 )) @

HSBC account number: 808-066609-838

SO SR A P DLUF bt ;
O WMEUWIS Receiptis required O FEEUWIE Receipt is not required FRBMEHAT WAL RS

*BE1007C 8 L L AR B R sE R IE B - Please kindly send this form to the following address:
7 i “China Education Association HKUSU, The

University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong”

*Donation of $100 or above is tax deductible with a receipt.
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Education is a kind of long-term development. Therefore, we need your long-term support.
We are grateful to provide you with long-term donation schemes to support those underprivileged students in China.
If you are interested, you may visit our website for more details.
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