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Fresh Project is one of our volunteer activity. It aimed to offer participants the
experience in organizing charitable activities concerning rural education, as to
know more about the education situation in rural China and to experience the
work of a registered charity.

Participants participated enthusiastically in every event. Their sincere support
helped us raising more donations in On-street Fundrasing and campus charity
sale. In Shoes-off Walkathon, they paid much effort in preparing and running the
exhibition along the route and the booth at the end point. Fresh Project
provided the participants of walkathon many information of rural education and
stories of rural students.

Although Fresh Project has come to an end, the enthusiasm of the participants
hasn’ t. Some of them became the executive members of our assocation,
continued to acquaint people with eduation information in rural China. Please
keep on supporting us, let more people know about the education problems i
rural China!
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In lack of young teachers in rural area
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With the completion of the winter trip
expedition, China Education Ambassador
Program 2013 nearly comes to an end. China
Education Ambassadors have joined different
kinds of experiential activities during this
period of time. They participated in Shoes-off
Walkathon, engaged themselves in raising
more donations in On-street Fund-raising.
They worked so hard that deserves our
appreciation and their passion might enlighten
more people to join charitable work. This year,
two ambassadors have joined the winter trip
expedition. Facing a group of junior secondary
school students aged similar to them, they
were so excited. The students’ enthusiasm,
simplicity, perseverance towards studying and
their dreams touched the ambassadors. They
looked back into their lives, learning to
treasure what they are having.

@ EJ : www.facebook.com/ceahkusu

A8 Website : www.hkusucec.hkusu.hku.hk
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Shoes-Off Walkathon is our annual fund-raising
event. Although the number of students who have to
walk without shoes in China is lesser than before, there
are still many students have to walk hours to get to
school. We want to let participants experience the
arduous journey, both physically and mentally,
underprivileged students have to take in China. We
hope to arouse their awareness on the educational
situations in rural China after participating in such
meaningful event.
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"Walk for a dream” is the theme of this year. Our
association has a goal, which is to make those
underprivileged students believe that,

EDUCATION IS5 210 LONGER
£7 UIREACHABLE DREAR.

Many of the students in rural China have lost hope in
achieving their dreams, even trivial ones. Therefore we
hope that this event can collect the courage, blessings
and support from participants and give them to the
underprivileged students, encouraging them to keep on
pursuing their dreams.

Thanks to all anticipating participants, guests, helpers
and committee members. There was a total of 150
partJCIpants with a- total donation raised h1tt|ng
HKD$4ODOO AII the donatlons upon [
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Guizhou
Winter Expedition

From 25th December, 2013 to 29th December 2013, the
19th executive committee members of China Education
Association, HKUSU, together with 36 HKU students and 2
China Education Ambassadors, went on a 5-day expedition in
Guiding County, Guizhou Province, China. Due to bad
weather, the trip was shortened from 7 days to 5 days, but it
was still touching and inspiring.

After 20 hours of journey on train, participants arrived at
Yanshan Middle School and received warm welcome from the
teachers and students there. They were divided into 3 groups
and taught biology, physics and English respectively. Before
the trip, participants had spent great effort in preparing the
teaching materials. During the lesson, they taught knowledge
from textbooks in interesting ways such as experiments, and
by doing so showed local students that learning can be really
fun. After the lesson, students were still very excited and
continued to chat with participants.

After having dinner with students in the school canteen,
participants joined the evening self-study session in different
classes. Some of them just sat by a students’ side, watching
him/her doing homework and answering his/her questions
patiently. Some talked with students about family, dreams
and learning methods. After the session, participants stayed
for one night in the student dormitory, gaining experience
about dorm life in rural schools and building friendship with
local students.

The next morning, due to bad weather, the rest of the
expedition had to be cancelled. Before we left, a sharing
session among participants was organized, participants were
encouraged to write cards to students and packed their
donated goods. In the end, all letters and donated materials
were sent to different schools, and we sincerely hoped that
they could bring warmth to students in this freezing winter.

Five days seems to be short. However, our participants
gained a deeper understanding about the study and living
conditions in rural China. They also had reflections about their
own life. Most importantly, they developed friendship with
Guiding students. We believe in the future, they will take
action to support the development of China rural education
and spread message to people around them. And this is also
the belief of CEA—" Life enlightens life” .
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To live A better Life

Believe in ourselves! Huaiji subsidized student
Our efforts will pay off! Li Haibin
Nothing can refrain us from pursuing a bright future!

ee
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-- Wang Fung

You can simply call me Bin or Hai.

My family lived a hard life when I was young. I lived with my eighty-year-old grandparents, four siblings and my
parents in a shabby house, which was built by my grandfather many years ago. Both of my parents only received
little education. My father has studied in primary school but my mother was uneducated. The area of our farmland
was far less than an acre. We usually had sweet potatoes and taros for meals. Maybe this was the reason why I was
shorter than others. We always borrowed food from our neighbors when we had none. Because of ignorance, I
was proud of myself for being the first few places in exams. However, I felt desperate when I realized that the
economic condition in my family was not as good as I thought and could hardly

support me to get into university.

Eventually, I persuaded my parents to support my
junior secondary education. Nevertheless, there was
no way for me to concentrate on my study. I always felt
tired since it was a long way walk from my dormitory
to school. Moreover, the food at school was

unpalatable and cost a lot. My academic performance

dramatically regressed. I was the last few places in

class. Anyway, at least I had to finish my junior
secondary education. At the beginning of my third year of secondary school, I heard of the tuition subsidy
program of China Education Association, HKUSU. At that time, I knew that I still got chance to pursue my dreams.

Luckily, I passed the assessment and got into senior secondary school. Besides working hard, I volunteered to
teach English in a primary school in the hope of arousing their interest in English. Although my academic
performance was not excellent in those three years, I still got into university at last. I have two younger brothers
and sisters. One of my brothers quitted school to work. This may probably because he realized the poor conditions
in our family and wanted to relieve burdens of our parents. Both of my sisters lost their opportunities to keep on
their studies simply because they are girls living in rural China. Those were the past that [ felt shameful to look
back, I wasn' t as good as people said.

I have gone through a lot of hard time.

There was less workload in university. I joined lots of extra-curricular activities in my leisure like participating in
voluntary work, basketball association, student union etc. Besides, I did several part-time jobs like teaching
assistant, leaflet distributor. I learnt a lot from university study. After graduation, I was hired by a small company.
I knew nothing in the beginning even as simple as making phone call, not to mention others. After one-month
training, I gradually knew how to do well. Whenever I came across any problems, [ asked my colleagues and my
boss. From trainee to official worker, I have learnt a lot. Now I am one of the most capable workers in the company
and got the award of outstanding performance for the year.

Recalling the past memory, [ feel blessed. Even my company is just a small one, my salary is much higher than
my classmates or my siblings. I have become the pillar of income of my family. From now on, I have to shoulder

the responsibility to support my family.
05
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IN LACKOF ...
YOUNG TEACHERS IN RURAL AREA

The recently released Report of China Rural Education
Development 2012, by the Northeast Normal University,
states that despite the improvements of facilities and
resources available for education in rural China,
numerous factors are still holding back young teachers
from teaching in those areas, after investigations and
interviewing around five thousands teachers in 19
counties. The most significant reason making teaching
in rural areas unattractive is the comparatively low wage.
As stated in the report, a large portion of educated
young working force chose to work in other cities but
not locally as a teacher because of the low wage.
Moreover, teachers in rural area are promoted much
slower (2-4 years lower in average) than teachers in
cities. This makes teaching in rural area even more
unattractive.

The report further analyses that while 75% of qualified
teachers (around 6 millions) in China are teaching in rural
communities, most of them are middle to old-aged
males who are having low physical working ability.
Although projects like Free Normal Students encourage
high school graduates to become teachers, they still
cannot resolve the issue of lack of teaching manpower.
Schools within our subsidization district are facing
similar problems as support from government for
improving hardware of the schools is usually adequate
while remunerations for teachers are rarely improved.
As consequences, numbers of teachers in rural areas are
constantly not enough, while a lot of teachers are still
using outdated teaching practices. As a result, the
quality of education provided to children in rural area is
poor and students are having unsatisfactory results.

To conclude, the unsatisfactory quality of educational
manpower in rural areas leads to the provision of
substandard education to students in those areas, and
worsens the differentiation of educational quality
between rural and city students. As this differentiation
would further lead to inequality in educational and thus
social development, it is of paramount importance to
improve the remuneration of teachers in rural China to
attract fresh teaching manpower.
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Time flies, our term has come to an end. We would like to express our s
members, participants and the public who supported us in the past year. This ye&
ourselves in developing the four programs. We had a new fund-raising event "Change
donation boxes have been placed in beverage stores and the methods of raising fund had been broadened. We
hope that we could gather more support to arouse more concern on the education situation in rural China so
that it would benefit more underprivileged students.

The 20th executive committee has been formed. They would continue the mission of CEA and lead us to let

life enlightens life. Please continue to support us!

#ERMFZH® Donation Form

HAMAHEE Donor Details 8H#EM Monthly Donation
& Name: (English) Mr/Ms (P 32) KE/RE

HtAddress: & LR LOBARS -

&ETelephone: - @HFax: I would like to donate monthly through bank auto-transfer in
B|HEmail: order to support CEA’ s education assistance in China. Please
send us the authorization form, which is available on our website.

o BRBLRTEHERAS - SAFMR IRPERE/NEENSTE - #

CHTRABA RN SREEE QNG RDERIER RN - MARTH/BLBARY - F
L EA N

* Your personal information will be kept confidential and will only be used for o HK$500 o HK$300 o HK$100 o HfttOther: HK$
sending HKUSUCEA receipts and other communication purposes. Please
contact us for further enquiry/change of personal information. REIRETARSER

*Authorization form has to be filled in manually by the donor

—R {1\ One-off Donation

o BB —XMEXTRHPEHE/NENRTIE -
Iwould like to make a one-off donation.

o HK$1500 o HK$800 o HK$500 o EfttOther: HK$

##M A Donation Method
o Bl 2% Crossed Cheque

Z5RSEE Cheque Number:

MATRAR (EEASSERPENE /M, WEEIRESEEi Y -

*Please make the cheque payable to “China Education Association
HKUSU" and send it to CEA’ s address, along with this form.

0 EEFRENMEFOD 'EEARBLEETENERRES
CEREFEARNREFUREAR LS RBEEE  SHETHHEE -

o Direct transferral to CEA account
“China Education Development Fund, China Education Associa-

tion HKUSU"
*Please return the pay-in-slip with your full name and contact
number on the back; please also make photocopies for your own refer- »
ence.
& £ $#R1T S O3%H5: 808-066609-838 B ERA R DL A
HSBC account number: 808-066609-838 rREBEREFEARERS e hREE /ML
Please kindly send this form to the following address:
o BEUWHE Receipt required o FBEUHE Receipt not required "Chinay Education Association HKUSUgThe

I —— University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong

BERFERIBE » P DLRINE H MR WESE -
AL A B R B R Ml DR B > A5 SRR v SR AL A B T RO o
Education is a kind of long-term development. So, we need your long-term support.

We are grateful if you join us in long-term donation schemes to support the underprivileged students in China.
If you are interested, please visit our website for details.
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